Freedom in the World — Population Trends

A Record of the Survey

(Population in Millions)

Year under Review Free Partly Free Not Free World Population
Mid-1980 1,613.0 (35.90%) 970.9 (21.60%) 1,911.9 (42.50%) 4,495.8
Mid-1981 1,631.9 (35.86%) 916.5 (20.14%) 2,002.7 (44.00%) 4,551.1
Mid-1982 1,665.1 (36.32%) 918.8 (20.04%) 2,000.2 (43.64%) 4,584.1
Mid-1983 1,670.7 (36.00%) 1,074.8 (23.00%) 1,917.5 (41.00%) 4,663.0
Mid-1984 1,671.4 (34.85%) 1,117.4 (23.30%) 2,007.0 (41.85%) 4,795.8
Mid-1985 1,747.2 (36.27%) 1,121.9 (23.29%) 1,947.6 (40.43%) 4,816.7
Mid-1986 1,842.5 (37.10%) 1,171.5 (23.60%) 1,949.9 (39.30%) 4,963.9
Mid-1987 1,924.6 (38.30%) 1,205.4 (24.00%) 1,896.0 (37.70%) 5,026.0
Mid-1988 1,992.8 (38.86%) 1,027.9 (20.05%) 2,107.3 (41.09%) 5,128.0
Mid-1989 2,034.4 (38.87%) 1,143.7 (21.85%) 2,055.9 (39.28%) 5,234.0
Mid-1990 2,088.2 (39.23%) 1,485.7 (27.91%) 1,748.7 (32.86%) 5,322.6
Mid-1991 (a) 1,359.3 (25.29%) 2,306.6 (42.92%) 1,708.2 (31.79%) 5,374.2
Mid-1992 1,352.2 (24.83%) 2,403.3 (44.11%) 1,690.4 (31.06%) 5,446.0
Mid-1993 1,046.2 (19.00%) 2,224.4 (40.41%) 2,234.6 (40.59%) 5,505.2
Mid-1994 1,119.7 (19.97%) 2,243.4 (40.01%) 2,243.9 (40.02%) 5,607.0
Mid-1995 1,114.5 (19.55%) 2,365.8 (41.49%) 2,221.2 (38.96%) 5,701.5
Mid-1996 1,250.3 (21.67%) 2,260.1 (39.16%) 2,260.6 (39.17%) 5,771.0
Mid-1997 1,266.0 (21.71%) 2,281.9 (39.12%) 2,284.6 (39.17%) 5,832.5
Mid-1998 (b) |2,354.0 (39.84%) 1,570.6 (26.59%) 1,984.1 (33.58%) 5,908.7
Mid-1999 2,324.9 (38.90%) 1,529.0 (25.58%) 2,122.4 (35.51%) 5,976.3
Mid-2000 2,465.2 (40.69%) 1,435.8 (23.70%) 2,157.5 (35.61%) 6,058.5
Mid-2001 2,500.7 (40.79%) 1,462.9 (23.86%) 2,167.1 (35.35%) 6,130.7
Mid-2002 2,717.6 (43.85%) 1,293.1 (20.87%) 2,186.3 (35.28%) 6,197.0
Mid-2003 2,780.1 (44.03%) 1,324.0 (20.97%) 2,209.9 (35.00%) 6,314.0
Mid-2004 2,819.1 (44.08%) 1,189.0 (18.59%) 2,387.3 (37.33%) 6,395.4
Mid-2005 2,968.8 (45.97%) 1,157.7 (17.93%) 2,331.2 (36.10%) 6,457.7
Mid-2006 3,005.0 (45.97%) 1,083.2 (16.57%) 2,448.6 (37.46%) 6,536.8
Mid-2007 3,028.2 (45.85%) 1,185.3 (17.95%) 2,391.4 (36.21%) 6,604.9
Mid-2008 3,055.9 (45.72%) 1,351.0 (20.22%) 2,276.3 (34.06%) 6,683.20

(a) The large shift in population figures is due to India’s change in status from Free to Partly Free.

(b) The large shift in population figures is due to India’s change in status from Partly Free to Free.




