
President Hosni Mubarak 
Office of the President 
Al Etehadia Building, Heliopolis 
Cairo, Egypt 
 
September 17, 2010 
 
Dear President Mubarak: 

As Egypt prepares for the upcoming parliamentary elections, we must raise concerns about your 
government’s adherence to its commitments to respect political and civil liberties. 

Over the past few months there have been a number of troubling incidents in which members of 
the human rights and political community in Egypt have been targeted by Egyptian authorities, 
seemingly for no other reason than their interest in participating in a free and fair electoral 
process.  Most recently, we were disturbed to hear of an incident in which a Freedom House staff 
member, Sameer Jarrah, was detained upon arrival in Egypt for more than 12 hours in unsanitary 
conditions before being deported back to his home country of Jordan.  Mr. Jarrah was attempting 
to travel to Egypt in order to prepare for a program funded by the United States Agency for 
International Development in which a high-level delegation would be meeting with senior 
government officials in order to facilitate inter-country dialogue on human rights issues. 

Mr. Jarrah was told that he has been placed on a banned-travel list and would not be allowed to 
enter the country for an indeterminate amount of time. The details of this incident are particularly 
troubling since Mr. Jarrah was held without access to food or water despite notifying authorities 
that he suffers from a medical condition.   

We also have reason to believe that other Freedom House staff members have been placed on the 
banned travel list based entirely on their work association.  This travel ban blocks ongoing, 
routine collaboration between Freedom House and registered Egyptian civil society 
organizations. 

We request that your government immediately conduct an investigation into this incident.  
Additionally, we urge you to respect the human rights of Egyptians, consistent with the Egyptian 
government’s international commitments, so that a free and open political process may take 
place. 

Sincerely, 
 

J. Scott Carpenter       
Keston Family Fellow 
The Washington Institute for Near East Policy 



 
William Cleveland 
Founder and Director 
Center for the Study of Art and Community 
 
Michele Dunne 
Senior Associate 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
 
Norman G. Kurland, J.D. 
President 
Center for Economic and Social Justice 
 
Ambassador (Ret) Melvyn Lepinsky 
Professor of International Policy and Practice 
Senior Fellow, International Policy Center 
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy  
The University of Michigan 
 
Joshua Muravchick       
Fellow         
The Foreign Policy Institute 
The Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies      
 
Ambassador Mark Palmer 
Vice-Chairman of the Board 
Freedom House 
 
Nancy Rubin 
Former U.S. Ambassador to the  
United Nations Human Rights Commission 
 
Caroleen Williams 
Director of Government Relations 
Quasar Federal Systems 
 
Neil Hicks 
International Policy Advisor 
Human Rights First 
 



 
Ambassador Anthony Quainton 
Former Director General of the U.S. Foreign Service 
Diplomat-in-Residence and Professor of U.S. Foreign Policy 
American University 
 


