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Civil Society and Private Sector Groups Condemn Government’s 
Arbitrary Suspension of Local NGO

“We Are All STT”

We, representatives of the undersigned members of civil society and private sector 
groups, support national development that is equitable, inclusive, and sustainable. We 
believe national development should contribute not only to the growth of commerce and 
industry but also to the welfare of the wider population. Civil society actors, both local and 
foreign, play a vital role in this development through monitoring, community 
development, poverty alleviation, humanitarianism, research, and advocacy. In promoting 
equitable development and good governance, we also have a right and a responsibility to 
speak out when development projects have harmful effects.

Over the past two decades, a vibrant civil society sector has developed in Cambodia. The 
future of that sector is dependent on guaranteed rights to freedom of expression and 
association as articulated in Cambodia’s Constitution, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Today, we see the future of Cambodian democracy at a crossroads. The third draft of the 
Law on Associations and Non Governmental Organizations (LANGO) currently at the 
Council of Ministers and may be on the verge of passage. Unfortunately, even before the 
restrictive law has been enacted, Cambodian society has been offered a preview into the 
future of government control over civil society organizations and associations under this 
law.

On August 2, the Ministry of Interior issued a letter to local NGO Sahmakum Teang Tnaut 
(STT) to “suspend [its] activities” until December 31, 2011, a period of five months. STT 
works with urban poor communities regarding land and housing rights. The organization is 
also a well-respected member of several civil society networks.

The letter offers no legal basis for the suspension. It simply accuses STT of failing to 
modify its leadership structure and making a revision to its statutes “according to the 
instruction of a specialized department.” The letter offers no further explanation. To our 
knowledge, however, the real reason for suspending STT is the organisation’s legitimate 
work among urban poor communities.

We are not aware of any legal provision authorizing such a suspension. The lengthy five 
month time period also appears entirely arbitrary. Efforts to seek clarification from the 
Ministry of Interior have been met with silence.

We condemn the suspension of STT in the strongest possible terms. The suspension of 
STT is completely arbitrary and a violation of the constitutional right to freedom of 
expression and association, and an assault on human rights defenders.  We demand its 
immediate reversal. We regard this act to silence STT as an act of oppression against us 
all. The use of a vague administrative technicality to suspend an organization is an 
alarmingly clear sign of how the Cambodian government intends to use the LANGO to curb 
the activities of all associations and NGOs that advocate for the rights of marginalized 
groups within Cambodian society. 

STT’s work with some of Cambodia’s most marginalized communities should be 
applauded, not silenced. The independent, quantitative research on the impacts of 
development projects that STT provides should be regarded as helpful in guiding both 
current and future development projects to better serve the Cambodian people.  We urge 
all concerned parties to read STT’s most recent report, available on the organization’s 
website, and determine for themselves the value of STT’s work. The report is available at: 
http://bit.ly/o2mL9n

This joint statement has been endorsed by
130 civil society and private sector groups

August 2011  
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