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Dear Mr. Kulik,

We are a coalition of international
nongovernmental human rights organizations
that are deeply concerned about the August 4
arrest of Ales Byalyatski on allegations of
large-scale tax evasion, under article 243, part
2 of the Belarusian Criminal Code. We are
writing to urge that Byalyatski be released
from custody on his own recognizance pending
the investigation against him.

Byalyatski is head of the human rights group
Viasna and vice-president of the International
Federation of Human Rights. His arrest
appears to stem from the use of his personal
bank account in Lithuania to support human
rights work in Belarus. We note, though, that
Belarusian authorities have refused to register
on a national level all but one of the
independent human rights organizations in the

YBaxaemblt HUKonan Hukonaesunu,

Ob6palaemca K Bam oT MMeHU rpynnbl MeXAyHapoAHbIX
HENPaBUTE/IbCTBEHHbIX MPABO3aLUMUTHbIX OpraHM3auuii, B
CBA3M C 06ECNOKOEHHOCTbIO 3a4epKaHnem Anecs bensaukoro
Mo NOA03PEHMIO B YKNOHEHUM OT YyN1aTbl HANOros B 0cobo
KpynHom pasmepe (4acTtb 2 cTatbm 243 YK PB). HactoaTenbHO
npocum Bac ocBob6oanTb Aneca bensiLkoro ns-nog CTpaxu
nog, NognucKy o HeBblesae.

Anecb benAukuin Bo3rnaBaseT NPaBo3alLUTHbIN LEHTP
“BecHa” n asnaeTca suLe-npesngeHTom MexayHapoaHoi
denepaumm npas yenoseka. MpeacTaBaseTcs, YTo ero apecT
CBA3aH C UCMO/Ib30BaHWEM UM 6aHKOBCKOro cyeTa B /lIuTee
AN NPaBO3aWMTHON AeaTesibHOCTM B Benapycu. Obpalaem
Balle BHMMaHUeE Ha To, YTo BeslopyccKue BAacTU peryaapHo
OTKa3blBaloT B PErncTpaLmMm Ha HaUuMOHaNbHOM YPOBHeE
He3aBMCUMbIM NPABO3aLLMUTHBIM OpraHM3aumsam. B
pesy/nbTaTe, He3aperncTPUPOBaHHbIe rPYMMbl, TaKMe Kak
“BecHa”, He MOryT OTKPbITb cYeT B 6HaHKe Ha Ums
OpraH13aunn 1 BbINOAHATb TpeboBaHNA GMHAHCOBOTO
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country. As a result, unregistered groups like
Viasna cannot open a bank account in the
organization’s name in Belarus or meet terms
set out in financial regulations.

We believe the authorities in Belarus have
driven organizations like Viasna to the margins
of the law, making it impossible for them
operate, and then use the threat of criminal
sanctions to intimidate human rights
defenders. For this reason, we believe that the
criminal investigation against Byalyatski is
politically motivated and that he should be
unconditionally released and the investigation
should be dropped.

However until such a decision is made, we ask
that he be immediately released on his own
recognizance while the investigation is
pending.

Thank you for your attention to this letter.

3aKOHOdaTeNbCTBa.

Monaraem, YTo BNacCTM benapycy BbITaIKUBAIOT OpraHM3aLmm,
nogobHble “BecHe”, 3a pamMKu NpaBoOBOro NoJis, a 3aTem
MCMONb3YIOT Yrpo3y YroN0BHOIO NpecnegoBaHus ann
3anyrMBaHu1s AnL, OCYLLECTBAAIOLWMUX NPaBO3aLLUTHYIO
AeATenbHOCTb. Monaraem, YTo YronoBHOe npecienoBaHue
Anecs benaukoro ABnAeTcA NOANTUYECKM MOTUBUPOBAHHbLIM U
Tpebyem ero ocBOb6OXAEHNA N NPEKpPaLLEHMs B OTHOLLIEHUU
Hero yro/ioBHoro gena.

Ha Bpemsa NpuHATUA peLleHns o NpPeKkpaLLleHn YyroNoBHOro
Aena, NpocMm 0 HemedieHHOM 0CBObOXAeHNN Anecs

benauyKoro nog noANUCKY O HeBble3ae.

Bnarogapvm 3a BHUMaHME K AaHHOMY COOBLLEHMIO.

Sincerely / C ysaxeHuem,

Hugh Williamson,

Executive Director

Europe and Central Asia Division
Human Rights Watch

Nicola Duckworth,
Europe and Central Asia Program Director
Amnesty International

Robert Hardh,
Executive Director
Civil Rights Defenders

Bjgrn Engesland,
Secretary General
Norwegian Helsinki Committee

Florian Irminger,
Head of International Advocacy
Human Rights House Foundation

Anna Gerasimova,
Director
Belarusian Human Rights House

David Kramer,
President
Freedom House

Mary Lawlor,
Director
Front Line Defenders

Antoine Bernard,

Chief Executive Officer

International Federation for Human Rights
(FIDH)

(On behalf of the Observatory for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders)

Eric Sottas,

Secretary General,

World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)
(On behalf of the Observatory for the
Protection of Human Rights Defenders)




